
 
 

Listen & Obey  
Rick Bezet 

 
God is always ready to receive us with open arms right where we are. Although 
we can sometimes make excuses as to why we aren’t ready to come to God, 
when we remember how desperate we are for a savior, we will draw near to God. 

Did you ever go to summer camp as a kid? If so, what is your favorite summer 
camp memory? If not, what’s your favorite summer memory? 
 
Key Scripture: James 1:22–25; Luke 14:16–24 

• He is ready now! God desires to draw us to Himself. The Holy Spirit does not 
bring condemnation, but rather conviction, so we will draw closer to God.  He 
speaks in a still, small voice so we will draw close to Him and listen. 

• Listen and obey without excuse. There are many excuses people give to not 
follow God. The longer we are away from the Lord, the easier it is to be 
deceived and to forget how much God loves us.   
 

• Remember how desperate we are. We are all sinners, and without Jesus we 
have no hope. Without Christ, all of humanity is broken, blind, and lost. Just 
like the father of the prodigal son was excited to see him, God the Father is 
waiting with open arms to receive us. 

 
*Group Dynamics Idea* A little encouragement goes a long way. As the leader, take some 
time during the next couple of weeks to write a small note of encouragement to each person 
or couple in your group. It doesn’t have to be long; a short paragraph or just a few sentences 
is all you need. You will be amazed how God will speak through your words to others, and it 
will be refreshing for the members of your group!  
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1. Read James 1:22–25. What’s the difference between being a doer of the 
Word versus simply a hearer of the Word? 

2. The Holy Spirit speaks to us in a convicting way that draws us close to God 
while the enemy brings condemnation. What is the difference between 
conviction and condemnation? How do each of them make you want to 
respond to God? 

3. Why do you think God wants to use situations in our lives to draw us closer 
to Him? Can you think of a difficulty you’ve walked through that actually 
brought you closer to God? If you’re comfortable, share with the group. 

4. What are common excuses people use for not drawing near to God? What 
are some excuses you’ve used in your own life? 

5. Read Luke 14:21. In what ways are we broken, blind, and lost without 
Jesus? How does knowing this about our own state help us to reach out 
compassionately to the rest of the world and tell them about Jesus? 

As we conclude, remember the following: 
•God is ready to receive us right now no matter where we are in life.  
•Listen to and obey God, and don’t make excuses not to come to Him. 
•We are all desperate for God. Without God, we have no hope in this 
world, but with God we have been given a great inheritance in His 
kingdom. 
 

Heavenly Father, thank You for how much You love us. Even though we are 
broken, poor and blind, we are so grateful that You receive us with open 
arms. Please fill us with Your love so we can love others and bring them to  
You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
*New Leader Tip*  

Always be on the lookout for the gifts that God has placed into others. When you notice 
those gifts, encourage them. If there are ways people can use their gifts to serve, let them 
know about those opportunities. When they begin to grow in their gifts, they will be 
blessed! 
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