
  
Wise Men Still Worship 
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When Jesus was about two years old, the wise men who came to see Him fell 

down and worshipped Him. It was appropriate for the wise men to express their 

worship to Jesus because He is the Son of God and the King of Kings. Similarly, 

it is appropriate for us to express our worship to Jesus by clapping, shouting, 

singing, bowing, and lifting our hands. 

What is the silliest gift you have ever received? 

Key Scriptures: Matthew 2:1–12; Galatians 4:27; Psalm 95:1 

1. Clapping 

Psalm 47:1 tells the people to clap their hands. We clap for performances and 

touchdowns, so why wouldn’t we clap for Jesus even more? Clapping is for 

rejoicing and for warfare. We are to clap our hands in worship to the Lord.  

2. Shouting 

Psalm 47:1 also tells us to shout to God with the voice of triumph. If we can 

shout in victory when our favorite team wins, we can definitely shout in victory to 

the Lord! Jesus has won the victory for us. When we face trials in life, we can 

shout with joy as an act of faith and trust that we have the victory.  

3. Singing 

In Numbers 21:17, the Israelites sang hopefully over a dry well to spring up with 

water. When we worship, we’re expressing our joy and exercising our faith. 

Exercising our faith through singing to the Lord is something we should do no 

matter how we are feeling. Satan tries to make us believe we are hypocrites if 

we worship when we don’t feel like it, but the opposite is true because a 

hypocrite is someone who pretends to be something he is not. You are a child of 
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God, and God is always worthy to be worshipped. Our feelings shouldn’t dictate 

our actions; our actions should dictate our feelings. 

4. Bowing 

The Bible tells us to worship and bow down before the Lord. One day, every 

knee will bow before the Lord. Bowing is one way we can express honor to the 

Lord. When we bow before the Lord, we are acknowledging He is the ultimate 

authority. Bowing is also a way we resist the enemy’s trap of pride. Satan 

wanted Jesus to bow to him in the wilderness, but Jesus said, “Away with you, 

Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you 

shall serve’” (Matthew 4:10). When we bow, we are physically expressing 

humility, submission, and worship to the Lord.  

5. Lifting 

It blesses the Lord when we lift our hands to Him. In the same way that a parent 

or grandparent is delighted when a child lifts their hands to them, God is 

delighted and blessed when we lift our hands to Him. It is scriptural and 

appropriate to lift our hands in worship to the Lord, and it’s a physical expression 

of our submission and worship to Him. 

*Group Dynamics Idea* Reach out to your community during this Christmas season. 

Your group may want to go caroling or make cookies and bring them to neighbors and/or 

first responders. Making positive relational connections is a great way to share the love of 

Jesus.  

 

 

1. Does it surprise you to know Jesus was around two years old when the wise 

men discovered Him? If you had been one of the wise men, how would you 

have expressed your worship to Jesus?  

2. What are your thoughts on the worship expressions of clapping, shouting, 

singing, bowing, and lifting hands? 

3. What thoughts came to your mind when Pastor Robert explained that if we clap 

or shout at a football game or concert we should be even more excited to clap 

and shout for our Savior, Jesus?  

4. Why is it important to express our worship to Jesus? 

5. What does expressive worship look or sound like to you?  

 Discuss 



6. What are some ways the enemy tries to hinder us from expressing our worship 

to the Lord? What should be our response when the enemy uses these tactics, 

and how can we resist him? 

7. What are ways we can stretch our faith in expressing our worship to Jesus? 

8. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through this message and how can you 

express your worship to Jesus this week?  

 

 

As we conclude, remember the following:  

• Clapping our hands is an act of worship to the Lord. 

• Shouting to the Lord in victory is an act of worship. 

• Singing is an act of worship to the Lord. 

• Bowing before the Lord is an act of worship. 

• Lifting our hands to the Lord is an act of worship. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, You are worthy of all our worship and praise. We want to 

express our worship to You just like the wise men did when they met Jesus. Help 

us to focus on You and not ourselves when we worship. We give You all the 

praise and glory forever because You are worthy! In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

*New Leader Tip* Performances start this week for Gateway’s new Christmas show 

featuring original music and an amazing cast of characters. This is a great opportunity to 

invite your group to share the humor and heartfelt moments of The Other Wisemen: A 

Musical Comedy. You can experience it live at the Southlake Campus, simulcast at 

another campus, or livestreamed online. Admission is free. You can find registration 

details and more at gatewaychristmas.com.   
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