Be Brave
Holly Wagner
Focus

Life can feel overwhelming, but God strengthens us to be brave. Bravery is a
conviction. It might look like forgiveness, standing up for injustice, or sticking
something out to the end, but whatever form bravery takes, we take kingdom
ground through it.

Open
Fun

What are some of your all-time favorite movie endings? Least favorite?

Review

Key Scriptures: Joshua 1:9; Romans 8:28; Ephesians 2:10
We can be brave because …
• We know who we are.
We are sons and daughters of the Most High God. “For I know the thoughts
that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give
you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11, NKJV).
• Heaven is our home.
Earth is our assignment. “But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus
Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for Him to return as our Savior”
(Philippians 3:20, NLT).
• God causes everything to work for good.
“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of
those who love God and are called according to His purpose for them”
(Romans 8:28, NLT). Not everything is good, but God graciously works
everything together for good. He is interlacing the moments of our lives into a
beautiful tapestry so that we begin to look more and more like Jesus. That is
reason to be brave! “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew
in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago”
(Ephesians 2:10, NLT). We often fixate on the “back of the tapestry” and our
flaws and weaknesses, but God sees eternally. Take heart, God is good
(Psalm 34:8), and He is weaving you into Himself perfectly. “The Lord—who is
the Spirit—makes us more like Him as we are changed into His glorious

image” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Because of this, we can bravely walk out our
assignment on earth.
Discuss

1. Who does God say you are according to Jeremiah 29:11, Philippians 3:20, and
Ephesians 2:10? Do you believe it?
2. Holly mentioned Joseph as an example of God turning difficulty into triumph. In
what ways to do you think Joseph’s struggles (his brothers’ contempt,
rejection, slavery, betrayal by Pharaoh’s wife, imprisonment, etc.) shaped him
so that God’s will would be done in Israel?
3. In what ways have you seen God weave something dark and messy into a
beautiful picture of His grace?
4. Discouragement comes when we fixate on the “back of the tapestry.” Second
Corinthians 3:18 promises that we will be transformed into God’s image as we
behold Him. What are some practical things you can do this week to fixate on
Him when you feel inadequate?

Take Home

Practice gratefulness this week as you remember these truths—gratefulness
cultivates joy, and joy is strength. When things look messy and tangled, we
can trust God to weave every thread of our lives together for His glory. We
can be brave because we know we are loved, we are citizens of heaven, and
all things work together for good.

Prayer

Lord, You promise that when we turn to You, You transform us into Your
image (2 Corinthians 3:18). We look to You now, expectant and believing.
Remind us who we are. Show us a heavenly perspective. Make us brave,
Lord. We trust You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

