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The story of Jonah is about more than just a prophet being swallowed by a fish. It 

shows us how God can be glorified even when people are disobedient, and it 

reveals God’s desire to be merciful and gracious to people we would consider 

enemies. God wants to use us to speak His message to all people.  

 What is your favorite restaurant and your least favorite restaurant?  

Key Scriptures: Jonah 4:11; Jonah 1:15–16; Jonah 4:2–3 

1. Jonah’s story is complex and filled with truths that apply to us today. 

Some theologians see Jonah’s story as only historical while others see it as only 

allegorical. Either way, the story goes beyond his experience of being swallowed 

by a fish, and the truths in it still apply to us today. When Jonah disobeyed God 

by taking a boat to Tarshish, God sent a storm, and Jonah told the sailors to 

throw him overboard so the storm would end. After following Jonah’s 

instructions, the sailors found themselves once again on a calm sea. They 

feared the Lord, offered a sacrifice to Him, and made vows. Even though Jonah 

was disobedient, God was glorified. 

2. God is merciful and gracious—even to our enemies. 

One reason Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, is because 

the Assyrians were enemies and had conquered ten of the twelve tribes of 

Israel. In addition, their war tactics were brutal. Jonah knew God was merciful 

and gracious and would forgive the people of Nineveh if they repented, but he 

wanted them to be destroyed. Jonah’s message to the people was brief; he 

simply told them God would destroy them in forty days. The people repented 
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with fasting, and God spared their lives. God wants us to know that He is 

merciful and gracious—even to those we would consider our enemies.  

3. God wants to use us to spread the Good News. 

There are people today who have sinned in ways they think God could never 

forgive them. They carry around guilt and shame over their past. The Bible 

makes it clear that God’s mercy and forgiveness is greater than any sin. The 

story of Jonah teaches us that God loves everybody. It also teaches us that God 

wants us to go to people we may not like—like Jonah going to the Assyrians—

and tell them about Jesus. 

*Group Dynamics Idea* Football season is starting, and it’s a great opportunity to get 

everyone together to do something fun! Even those who don’t like football will love 

hanging out. Consider asking one of your members to help you organize a time for your 

group to get together.  

 

 

1. What aspects of Jonah’s story stand out to you the most?  

2. Most people only think of Jonah being swallowed by a big fish, yet that is just a 

small part of his story. What does this teach us about the importance of reading 

and studying the Bible in depth? 

3. When Jonah is thrown overboard and the storm ceases, all those on board 

feared the Lord, offered a sacrifice, and made vows. Why do you think God uses 

unique circumstances to get people to believe in Him? What does this show us 

about the nature of God? 

4. Read Jonah 3:8–4:4. What does this passage show us about how God 

responds when people repent? 

5. Can you think of a time in your life when God got your attention, you turned and 

repented, and He had mercy on you? If you are comfortable, share how that 

experience affected you.  

6. Assyria was Israel’s enemy, yet God sent an Israelite to prophesy to them. Can 

you think of a person or a group of people you may have had differences with 

that you can talk to about your faith in Jesus? 

7. What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through this message?  

 Discuss 



 

As we conclude, remember the following:  

• God can be glorified even when people do the wrong thing. 

• God is merciful and gracious—even to our enemies. 

• God wants us to share His message with everyone. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for always being so merciful, gracious, and forgiving. 

We are thankful for the mercy You have shown us, and we acknowledge Your 

mercy and love—even for those we may consider enemies. Help us to be willing 

to share Your message of love and salvation with people everywhere. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 

*New Leader Tip*  Leadership is a matter of the heart, and as a leader, you can have a 

big influence on the thoughts and behaviors of the people you lead. When we choose to 

be servant leaders, like Jesus, our attention stays focused on leading in a way that 

benefits others. 
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