
 
 

Getting from Promise to Purpose 
 

When God gives us a promise, we often have to wait for the fulfillment of that 
purpose. The wait may be long, God may call you to an unexpected place, and it 
may not match your expectations, but God will bring the promise to its full 
purpose. 

What is the craziest gift you’ve ever given or received? 
 
Key Scriptures: Luke 2:8–11; Jeremiah 29:11 

• God may call you to Egypt. 
In Matthew 2:13, God spoke to Joseph in a dream to move to Egypt. On the 
surface, this was not a logical step. Sometimes God may move you to a place 
that feels “off course” from your call or destiny. Most times the path from 
promise to purpose is not a straight line, but God has purpose in all of it. 
   

• God may use you in someone else’s journey. 
Sometimes God brings you to a place that feels like a detour. However, God 
may have placed you in that place so you can be a blessing to someone else. 
 

• God may take His time. 
Jesus had to wait 30 years before beginning His ministry. John the Baptist, 
His cousin, was already ministering with disciples at that point. God deals with 
each person in a unique way because His plan for each person is unique. 
Some people think God is slow, but God has the timing of everything in His 
hands. Patience stands at odds against the worship of self. 
 

• God may not meet your expectations. 
The Jewish people had specific expectations of the messiah. They were 
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expecting Jesus to be a part of the priestly elite or from a kingly family. 
However, Jesus was born in a stable to a no-name family. God’s purpose was 
bigger than their expectations—Jesus was not just for the Jews but for the 
whole world. When you tie God’s promise to your understanding, then you 
underestimate His purpose.   

 
*Group Dynamics Idea* God has given each person in your group gifts and talents. Take 
time to learn what the people in your group are good at or like to do. Find creative ways for 
people to use those gifts to be a blessing to others. If someone in your group loves 
construction projects, they could help someone who needs house repairs. If someone loves 
to cook or cater, they may want to host a special dinner for the group.   

 

1. Are you a patient person who is okay waiting, or is waiting difficult for you? 
Can you think of an example?          

2. Often, fear keeps us from pursuing God’s promise for our life. What are some 
fears that can keep people from obtaining the promises God has for them? 

3. Has God given you any promises? If you are comfortable, share. In what 
ways have you had to wait for that promise? 

4. What were some of the fears you had to overcome to get closer to that 
promise? Are there any fears you are still trying to overcome? 

5. The journey God has us on is not usually a straight line. What are some 
detours you have taken on your life journey? Have you seen God’s purpose in 
these detours? 

6. Have you ever considered that God sometimes takes you on a detour so you 
can be a blessing to another person? Can you think of any time in your life 
where this has been the case? 

7. Sometimes we have expectations based on our understanding of God’s 
promise. Can you think of a time God answered a prayer or did something 
differently than your original expectation? 

As we conclude, remember the following: 
• God may call you to Egypt. 

 Discuss 
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• God may take His time. 
• God may not meet your expectations. 
 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the season of Christmas. We ask You to give 
us grace to overcome any fear that may be keeping us from Your promises. 
Help us to be a blessing to other people in whatever place we are. Give us 
patience to wait for Your promises. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
*New Leader Tip* If one of the questions you ask generates a great discussion, it is okay to ask 
follow-up questions or clarifying questions to keep the conversation going. Don’t feel like you 
have to make it through every single discussion question; the goal is to generate great 
conversation that opens the door to great relationships. 

Prayer 


