
 
Vision Weekend 

 

Focus   Pastor Robert Morris and Pastor Todd Lane discuss the why behind the vision and 
direction of Gateway Church. We are a church that desires to see people saved and 
growing in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
Fun   If you could have a Q&A session with your pastor, what would you ask him and why? 

 
Review This weekend, Pastor Todd asked Pastor Robert some great questions about 

Gateway! To recap, here are some of his responses: 
 

We call Gateway a full-service church. Explain why we do what we do. 
What is more important than what we do is why we do what we do. We want to see 
people saved, healed, set free, discipled, equipped, empowered, and serving. We 
believe God created us to grow through relationship.  
 
What is the job of the church and the pastor? 
The Bible teaches us that the pastor’s job is to equip the saints. It’s the people of the 
church who do the ministry work. We all have people in our lives that the pastor 
cannot reach, so the pastor equips us to reach others in our sphere of influence. 
 
How do you choose topics for a series? 
I don’t. God does. The Lord leads me and tells me what He wants to impart to the 
congregation. 
 
What does it mean to be a burden preacher? 
I carry a burden for the congregation. I never come to give a talk; I come because 
God has given me a message for the congregation. I come to the pulpit with a burden 
from the Lord. 
 
Why do you put so much scripture in your messages? 
I usually use five times as much to study and prepare! The way God changes lives is 
through His Word.  
 
What is the children’s ministry philosophy of Gateway Church? 
Have fun and learn about God. If they’re not having fun, they are not learning about 
God! 
 
Where do you see us in the future? 
Our first mission statement said that, in addition to seeing people saved, we want 
people to develop an intimate relationship with God. We have a method of reaching  



people that is working. In 2016, we want to figure out more strategic ways to do what 
we’re doing more. I want to encourage people to get involved and serve within the 
church. 
 
 
If you could sit down with each person here and say one thing, what would it be? 
I love you. 

 
*Group Dynamics Idea* Find a fun activity for your group to attend within the church. (Examples: an Equip 
class, a Pink Night, or a Messianic or Habitation service.) These outings will create opportunities for 
relationships to grow within your group. 
 

Discuss   

1. How did the Lord bring you to this church? What has He called you to do within 
the congregation? What role or purpose do you have in the church? 
 

2. How can we pray for our pastor as he prepares to bring a message to the 
congregation? 

 
3. Why should reading God’s Word be an important part of our daily lives? What can 

you do to introduce or increase this practice? 
 

4. How can you reach others for Christ in your daily life? What has the Lord called 
you to do for the people outside of the congregation? 

 
5. Consider the following this week: 

a. What part of the Gateway mission statement does the Lord want to 
develop in you this year? (To be saved, healed, set free, discipled, 
equipped, empowered, or serving.) Encourage group members to speak 
with you if they need help in any of these areas. 

b. What would the Lord have you do to serve Him in 2016?  
 
Take Home 

• Our pastor brings the Word of God and a burden from the Lord to the 
congregation each week. 

• Pray for your pastor and the leadership of the church. 
• Read God’s Word for a changed life.  
• Reach others in your sphere of influence, share your testimony, and demonstrate 

the love of Christ.  
• Visit vision.gatewaypeople.com for more information on all that happened in 2015 

and the vision for 2016. 

 

Prayer   Heavenly Father, we thank You for providing a strong and healthy church family.  
Continue to guide and protect our pastor and staff. Give them Your godly wisdom, 
provision, and power to equip us to do the work of Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

 

*New Leader Tips* Encouraging group members to reach out to the people in their lives is an important 
part of leadership. Ask them to pray for the Lord’s guidance on who they should approach and develop 
relationship. Pray and bless them so they can minister to others in their life.	


