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Obedience is better than sacrifice. God wants us to obey Him, but He also wants 

us to receive Him. We must be okay receiving so we can receive the most 

valuable gift of salvation. 

Do you prefer an adventurous vacation or a relaxing vacation? Where would you 

love to go on vacation? 

 

 

 When a true gift is given, it involves sacrifice. If you buy someone’s coffee 

because they paid for yours, then you are not spending more money than you 

originally planned to spend, and your gift, although a gift, doesn’t require 

sacrifice. Valuable gifts require sacrifice, but God wants obedience more than 

sacrifice. First Samuel 15:22–23 God tells us that obedience is better than 

sacrifice. 

 Some people actually have a hard time receiving. When a gift is given, that 

gift must be received. John 3:16 says that God gave His son Jesus for us. In 

order to fully benefit from the most amazing gift given, you need to receive. 

 Most of us have a “good room” in our house. This is a room at the front of our 

house that looks good, but it is not a place where you live normal life. 

Sometimes people leave Jesus in the “good room” or outside the house 

because they think they need to clean things up before Jesus comes in. The 

truth is that Jesus wants to come into all the places of your life. All you have 

to do is ask and receive. 
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*Group Dynamics Idea* Relationships are the glue that hold a group together. People build 

relationships when they are having fun together and when they can share openly. Be 

intentional about incorporating fun elements into your group, and always make sure you have 

a safe environment where people can be open and honest.  

 

 

1. Is it easy or hard for you to receive a gift? What is one of the best gifts 

you’ve ever received? What did it feel like for you to receive that gift? 

2. Michael Jr. talked about obedience being better than sacrifice. Why do you 

think this is true?  

3. When has God asked you to be obedient about something in your life? What 

was the situation and how did you respond? 

4. Michael Jr. used the analogy of Jesus coming into our lives as being similar 

to Him coming into our homes. Have you opened the door of your life and let 

Jesus in? If so, share briefly how your life changed when you did. 

5. Why do we often think we need to get our house (life) cleaned up before we 

let Jesus in? Why do we not want to invite Jesus into certain areas of our 

lives? 

6. Take time as a group to stop and respond to God. If you have never asked 

Jesus into your life and received the gift of salvation, take time now to 

receive Him. If you have received Jesus, do you keep Him in the “good 

room” only? What area of your life do you need to invite Jesus into so He is 

part of every single area? 

As we conclude, remember the following: 

 Obedience is better than sacrifice. 

 Everybody needs to learn how to receive. 

 Receive Jesus into all areas of your life. 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Jesus and for giving us the free gift 

of salvation. Help us to be obedient to You in everything. We receive Your gift 

of salvation, and we invite You into every area of our lives. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 
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*New Leader Tip* Don’t try to do everything yourself. As a new leader, it can be tempting to try 

to do everything necessary for your group. However, other people will grow when they can use 

their gifts, and they will feel like they belong when they have ownership. Invite people to help out 

and use their gifts to serve in your group. 


