
Here, We Upset the World 
Tim Ross 

 
In the same way Jesus upset our old life when we were saved, God wants to use 
us to turn people’s lives around for His kingdom.  

Would you rather go on an African safari or a Caribbean cruise? Why? 

Key Scriptures: Acts 17:1–9 

1. You must be upset. 
When we are born again, our world and former way of life is completely upset. 
God does something radical in our hearts when we are born into His kingdom, 
and it is step one in our journey. In Acts 19, Saul was persecuting the Church 
intensely. When he met Jesus, his world was upset, and he immediately went 
out and began preaching Jesus as the Messiah.  

2. Get used to upsetting people. 
Jesus went around doing good. In Matthew 8, we read about Jesus delivering a 
man of demons and casting them into a herd of pigs. The man’s life was 
changed, but the people from the town didn’t want to be upset and asked Jesus 
to leave. On the other hand, when Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well, 
and her world was upset, the people in the town asked Jesus to stay for several 
days and many believed in Jesus. He upset people’s lives in a good way. Some 
welcomed it, and some didn’t. In the same way, we are to upset people’s lives 
by doing good—some will welcome it and some won’t. 

3. Get others to upset people. 
Second Timothy 2:2 encourages us to find faithful people and teach them so 
they can teach others. We want to bring God’s kingdom into people’s lives, but 
we also want to encourage others to do the same. In Matthew 28, when Jesus 
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gives us the Great Commission, He tells us to make disciples of all nations. The 
gospel message is meant to be shared.  

*Group Dynamics Idea* Give other people an opportunity to lead. The only way you can 
raise up new leaders is to step aside and coach someone else up. Let them know it's okay if 
they make mistakes and things aren’t perfect. After they lead, encourage them on the things 
they did well.  

 

1. Read Acts 17:1–9. Why were the religious people so upset by the disciples’ 
teaching? Why do you think they accused them of turning the world upside 
down? 
 

2. When you first surrendered all of your life to Jesus, how did it turn your old way 
of life upside down? 
 

3. Read Matthew 8:28–34. Jesus went around doing good. How did Jesus’ simple 
act of doing good positively upset this situation? What are areas of your own life 
where you can simply “go around doing good”? 
 

4. What does it look like to upset someone’s world in a godly way? What are 
incorrect (or overly religious) ways to upset someone else’s world “in Jesus’ 
name”?  

 
5. How can we encourage one another to upset people’s world in a positive way? 

 
6. The Holy Spirit still loves to upset areas of our life that aren’t fully surrendered to 

Him. What are some areas of your life God upset and brought change to, even 
after you were saved?    
 

7. Are there any areas of your life that God still wants to upset? Are there things 
the Holy Spirit has been pointing out in your life that still need to be 
surrendered? Take a moment to ask what the Holy Spirit is saying to you. Take 
time to respond to Him.  
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As we conclude, remember the following:  

• You must be upset before you can help others enter God’s kingdom. 

• Get in the habit of upsetting people and stirring them up for God. 

• Encourage other believers to upset people toward God. 

 
Heavenly Father, thank You for upsetting our old way of walking in darkness and 
bringing us to Jesus. Help us to be a light and to upset the dark world around us. 
We pray other believers would also be motivated to share Your gospel 
everywhere they go. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

*New Leader Tip* Make connections outside of the group a priority. See your group as a 
starting point for relationships, not an end point. As people make initial connections in your 
group, get creative about ways to foster those connections beyond group meetings.  
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