
“Overcoming Offenses” 
Geoffrey Cohen 

 
 

 
Isaiah 6:9 – 10 
9 And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 
'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.'  
10 "Make the heart of this people dull, 
And their ears heavy, 
And shut their eyes; 
Lest they see with their eyes, 
And hear with their ears, 
And understand with their heart, 
And return and be healed." 
 
 

 
1) Offenses can blind us 

 
John 5:8 – 12 
 
8 Yeshua said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk."   
9 And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the 
Sabbath.  
10 The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to 
carry your bed."  
11 He answered them, "He who made me well said to me, 'Take up your bed and walk.'"  
12 Then they asked him, "Who is the Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and walk'?"  
 
John 5:16 -18 
16 For this reason the Jews persecuted Yeshua, and sought to kill Him, because He had done 
these things on the Sabbath.  
17 But Yeshua answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been 
working."  
18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, 
but also said that G-d was His Father, making Himself equal with G-d. 
 
 
 

2) Offenses can deafen us 
 
John 6:41-42 
41 The Jews then complained about Him, because He said, "I am the bread which came down 
from heaven."   
42 And they said, "Is not this Yeshua, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 
How is it then that He says, 'I have come down from heaven'?" 
 



John 6:51 – 55 
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 
forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”  
52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this Man give us His flesh 
to eat?”  
53 Then Yeshua said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.  
54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day.  
55 For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 
 
John 6:60 - 62 
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying; who can 
understand it?”  
61 When Yeshua knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, 
“Does this offend you?  
62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before? 
 
John 6:66 – 69 
66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.  
67 Then Yeshua said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”  
68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “L-rd, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life.  
69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Messiah, the Son of the living G-d.” 
 
 

3) How is your offense-o-meter? 
 
 
 
Proverbs 19:11 (NIV)              
 A man's wisdom gives him patience; 
it is to his glory to overlook an offense. 
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