
  
Getting There Isn’t Guaranteed 
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The new year is upon us, and God is calling us to take shots, fuel up, follow what 
He says about us, and fight the enemy more than ever.  

Have each group member write down on a piece of paper a word they feel led to 
focus on for this year. Then pass the papers to the right with each group member 
adding a verse, word of encouragement, quote, song title, or thought. The activity 
will end when each member receives their own paper. 

Key Scriptures: 1 Kings 19; Genesis 32 

1. Fail like someone who cannot fail. 
Failure doesn’t mean we missed God or lost the game. It means we missed the 
shot. But if we miss shots, that means we’re taking shots, and that’s key. We’re 
going to need to fail a lot this next year to go where God wants us to go. We 
don’t need to be afraid to fail, our Father God will catch us. 
 

2. Fuel up twice as much as you think you need to. 
Fueling yourself up isn’t selfish, it’s stewardship. We cannot enjoy the abundant 
life Christ died to give us on an empty tank. We must refuse to let a lack of fuel 
be a reason we cannot go where God is calling us to go. 
 

3. Forget every one of your fake names. 
The devil is a liar and loves to call us by fake names. But Jesus didn’t die only to 
give us new life. He died to give us a new name. We may have battled believing 
a name the devil calls us, but we do not need to identify with it any longer. We 
will need to let go of the fake identity to get to the place God wants to take us. 
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4. Fight more aggressively than ever. 
The devil comes to kill, steal, and destroy. We must remember the authority 
Christ gave us to have victory over the enemy. We can walk with a swagger 
knowing God has already decided the victory. 

*Group Dynamics Idea* Your regular group meeting time may be affected by our First 
Conference next week. If possible, plan to meet and sit together at one of our First 
Conference services. For times and locations, visit first.gatewaypeople.com. Consider 
meeting afterward to discuss the message and what the Holy Spirit spoke to each of you. 

 

1. Read Psalm 37:23–24. What does this passage say about falling and God’s 
response?  
 

2. Share a story of a win you’ve experienced after trying (and possibly failing) 
many times.  
 

3. What do you personally need on a weekly basis so that you can do anything and 
everything God asks you to do? Consider each of the following areas: spiritual, 
physical, emotional, and relational. 
 

4. What fake name has the enemy called you? Ask the Lord what name He calls 
you. Make a choice to live according to the name the Lord calls you. 
 

5. Since the devil comes at us aggressively, we must also be prepared to fight 
aggressively. How does Jesus prepare us for this battle in Luke 10:19? 
 

6. According to Pastor Preston, what is the difference between pride and swagger? 
How can we use Romans 8:11 and 1 John 4:4 as we respond to the devil? 

 

As we conclude, remember the following:  

• We don’t need to be afraid of failing. We will only make the shots we take. 

• We need to have more fuel than we may think to go where we are called to 
go.  
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• We must consider what we need on a weekly basis to be fueled effectively. 

• We should never agree with a name the enemy calls us. We cannot 
effectively live up to our new name when we are still living under the fake 
name. 

• As we fight, we need to walk in the authority given to us by Jesus and with the 
confidence of knowing God is with us. 

• This is the year to take back ground and see more souls saved. 

 
Lord, thank You for catching me when I fall. You have never let me down, and I 
know I can trust You. I desire to be fueled effectively for that calling You have for 
me. Show me what I need to do to be ready for where you want to take me. 
Father, I want to hear the name You call me. Help me cast off the fake identity 
the enemy has used to disabled me. Teach me how to walk in Your authority. 
And remind me that You are with me and the victory is Yours. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  
 

*New Leader Tip* Regularly contact your members by phone or text, or schedule a time to 
meet. Knowing you care enough to reach out to them and hear about their lives and prayer 
needs is vital in growing your group's community.  
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